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About the Author
Bill Lager founded the Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow with one notion: technology holds the key to help
us bring a quality education to every child in America. He has established himself as one of America’s true
educational pioneers by successfully converging the principles of education, the challenge of business, the
reality of politics and the power of technology. Raised in Columbus, Ohio, by working class parents, Bill
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problem of the decline of public education in America. He continues to lead the e-schooling revolution as an
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The Kids that ECOT Taught are the twenty-one pioneers who together became the first high school
graduating class in the United States of an electronic school, the Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow
(ECOT). Their stories speak of the unmatched courage it takes to be the first at something and the positive
power an e-school can have on a child. They knew their diplomas were worth striving for. What they didn’t
know was how important their determination would prove to be in the fight to open up the world of e-
learning to children everywhere.

Each of The Kids that ECOT Taught came to ECOT for a different reason. Some because they were bored,
others because they were ignored. Some were looking for safety in an increasingly dangerous world, others
to provide security or care for family members by staying at home. Some were looking for flexibility to work
a full-time job; others needed flexibility to learn at their own pace. Some were focused on where they were
going and how ECOT could get them there faster; and others were lost in a public education system that
didn’t have a roadmap for them.

Bill Lager, the founder of ECOT, tells the very personal, often troubling and ultimately inspiring story of the
first year of ECOT. Through his experiences and the stories of these graduates, you will see the challenges of
our current educational system, the promise of our young people, and the hope that new technologies hold to
expand our current thinking about how education is delivered in the United States. America’s K-12 e-
schooling revolution has begun.
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reality of politics and the power of technology. Raised in Columbus, Ohio, by working class parents, Bill
went on to The Ohio State University and served in the Coast Guard during the Vietnam War. With a
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Blood, Sweat and Tears
By DAT
This is a great 'behind the scenes' look at one man's struggle to establish the nation's first public e-school.
Sadly enough, many of the struggles the author faced stem from resistance posed by the educational
establishment and its drive for self-preservation. While one might glibly assume a profit motive, the book
reveals to us how the author's personal experiences drove him to beat the odds and make ECOT a reality.
Rather than a money-making scheme, ECOT emerges as a labor of love.
One wonderful feature that maintained my interest was the student case history featured at the beginning of
each chapter. These testimonials from successful ECOT graduates paint a wide and varied portrait of today's
American students and the challenges they face. From school violence to teen pregnancy, lack of motivation,
family illness and the demands of work, we get a firsthand account of the issues these students face and how
the availability of publicly funded home e-schooling allowed them to cross the educational finish line.

3 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
ECOT.........
By James T. Gerity
Being one of the students featured in the book, I was thrilled when I first found out about the book. Upon
reading it, I finally realizd how moch sweat and back breaking work went into ECOT. It truely has
revolutionized the way that anyone will go to school. I enjoyed the time that I spent there, and can't wait until
the day that it appears around the world.
I thought from the get-go, the book was mainly about Mr. Lager's approach to starting a school of this
caliber, and I was right. From an idea to reality, this book really details what really went into making ECOT
anything but an idea on a drawing board. I recommend this book to anyone who is interested in the future of
schooling as we know it for one reason. It's here, alive and well and ready to go.

3 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Fantastic Read!!
By ECOT student
I am currently a student enrolled in the ECOT High School and I when I discovered this book I was excited
to read it. I quickly bought myself a copy and couldn't put it down!! I think that more ECOT students need to
read this book--it will really open your eyes and show you just how much work went into starting this
school. ECOT has been wonderful for me because of my medical situation and I think this book made me
appreciate it even more. I would definitely recommend it to anyone!!! Please read this book--it is definitely
worth it!!

See all 6 customer reviews...
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